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CONFIDENTIAL DUBLIN 00957 

EO. 11652:GDS 

TAGS:PORG, UNSC, MARR, LE, El 

SUBJECT:SOUTHERN LEBANON: INITIAL UN APPROACHES TO UNIFIL 
DONOR CANDIDATES 

REF: USUN NEW YORK 977 

1 . IN WEEKEND CONVERSATION WITH HIS IRISH MILITARY 
COUNTERPARTS DEFENSE ATTACHE WAS TOLD THAT NO APPROACH 
HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM UN SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM S 
OFFICE CONCERNING A DONATION OF TROOP CONTINGENTS TO THE 
INTERIM FORCE IN LEBANON. THE IRISH EXPECT TO RECEIVE 
SUCH A REQUEST EARLY THIS WEEK AND IF RECEIVED IN TIME 

TO DISCUSS THE SUBJECT AT THE REGULAR CABINET MEETING 
WEDNESDAY. MARCH 22, THE CABINET IS EXPECTED TO APPROVE 
SENDING A CONTINGENT TO THE UNIFIL. 

2. COMMENT: A PRESS REPORT INDICATED THAT THE IRISH ARE 
CONSIDERING A CONTINGENT OF ONE THOUSAND MEN. THE 
DEFENSE ATTACHE BELIEVES SIX HUNDRED WOULD BE A MORE 
REALISTIC MAXIMUM NUMBER. SHANNON 
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